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Hannah Parker is a historian of gender, selfhood, and letter-writing in
Russia and the Soviet Union. After completing her PhD and a Teaching
Associateship at the University of Sheffield, she held lectureships at the
Universities of Gloucestershire and Sussex. Her research interests focus on
gender, emotion, education, and selfhood, as well as letter-writing and
materiality, in the early Soviet Union, and recent publications have
addressed the emotions of female librarians in the early Soviet Union, the
performance of loyalty and gratitude in letters to Soviet authorities during
the Terror, and new scholarship in public history. She is currently
developing these interests in pursuit of a community history project based
in Sheffield.

The Fisher Fellow Award is presented in honor of Dr. Ralph Fisher, the founder of the SRL, REEEC and a champion for
building the Slavic collection at the University of lllinois Library. Thanks to Fisher’s vision, the University Library and
Slavic Reference Service (SRS) provide a consummate collection and outstanding research support service to scholars
around the world. The recipients of the 2022 Fisher Fellow Awards are participants in the SRL at the University of
Illinois. The award is generously funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Title VIII Program.
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