“ Russian, East European, and Eurasian Center
University of lllinois at Urbana - Champaign

Slavic Story Time

Bulgarian Folk Music Curriculum
1. Read - “A gift from the heart,” in A Gift from the heart / by Radost Pridham
2. Teach, perform Bulgarian song/ poem (write at least one chorus or stanza on an easel board if available, in
materials set)
3. Make the rabbit mask
a. Print out rabbit template on brown construction/ cardstock, (in materials set)
b. Have kids cut out rabbit and rabbit eyes
c. Bring glitter glue, black pipe cleaners, tacky glue
d. Have kids color the rabbit with crayons, markers, and glitter glue
e. Cut pipe cleaners in half
i. fold pieces in half
ii. glue to rabbit as whiskers
iii. glue popsicle stick on the back of the rabbit chin
f. Letdry, tape over whiskers if needed

Compiled by Jennifer Bylsma
Story and Song translated by Hristo
Alexiev
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3aiko Kokopaiiko

CTopwn HMET 3aMKO 3alKO KOKopalKo

3aliko cepbesima 3ailKo Aa ce KeHu

CM1 HaTpPecon raku ynbpyumua MyCTaku

HarbpHan axkamagaH Kana nMcKAMA mope

TOKMO MafoxKeHs!

Xop:

[e ruau epreH 3aiiko 6pe epreH mepakaua [ 2

My nocBbpLINA 3al1KO INCa YAO0BULA TaXKHA HaTaxKeHa
MeTnboBa KOMLMIAKA NMO3HATa AXKUMININKA

Masa pa3markaHa CBETCKa U3MOCHMLA MOpe Ce/iCKa BU3UTapKa
Xop:

MU nokaHWA 3aiKO KUTEHU CBAaTOBM:

MeuKa mecapuiika, Byumua Kymmua

EX0 TbnaHaKuaA aba 3ypnafkua oBeH ecanyms
Mypao Abepaxuna mope Mapko CanpaKusa

Xop:

Ma ce BpaTWUA 3alMKO Ha3az Ha Nparosu

Hu3 CoslyHCKO nosie Tam MU CPETHa/ 3aliKo A0 ABa TPW IOBAKUM

EM OHM CM HOCAT NYLKM CAYMalANM XbPTHU €M 3arapu

Ce 0TO60pP 10BAKMM MOPE CUTHU HULLAHONKNN

Xop:

Ma mu neTHan 3aMko 3aMko Aa mu bera

CV M3KMHAN rakn pasmbpcua MyCTakM U3KMHaAN AKamagaH
Kana nuckonuma

BuKHan ce npoBuKHan mope: He cym mnagoxeHs!

Zayko Kokorayko

Storil niet zayko zayko kokorayko

Zayko serbezliya zayko da se zheni

Si natresol gaki uparchil mustaki

Nagarnal dzhamadan kapa piskyuliya more

Tokmo mladozhenyal!

Chorus:

De gidi ergen zayko bre ergen merakliya / 2

Mi posvarshil zayko lisa udovitsa tazhna natazhena
Petlyova komshiyka poznata dzhimliyka

Maza razmazhana svestska izposnitsa more selska vizitarka
Chorus:

Mi pokanil zayko kiteni svatovi:

Mechka mesariyka vuchitsa kumitsa

Ezho tapandzhiya zhaba zurladzhiya oven espachiya
Murdzho aberdzhiya more Marko Sairdzhiya

Chorus:

Pa se vratil zayko nazad na pragovi

Niz Solunsko pole tam mi sretnal zayko do dva tri lovdzhii
Em oni si nosat pushki sachmaylii harti em zagari

Se otbor lovdzhii more sitni nishandzhii

Chorus:

Pa mi letnal zayko zayko da mi bega

Si izkinal gaki razmarsil mustaki izkinal dzhamadan

Kapa piskyuliya

Viknal se proviknal more: Ne sum mladozhenya

Compiled and transliterated by Hristo Alexiev
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MeTnboBa KOMLUMIAKA NO3HaTa AXKUMANINKA
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Xop:

My nokaHWAN 3aiKO KUTEHU CBAaTOBM:

MeuKa mecapuiika, ByumLa Kymmua

Ex0 TbnaHAKuaA aba 3ypnaskma oBeH ecanyms
Mypgo Abepaxuna mope Mapko CanpaKusa
Xop:

Ma ce BpaTWUA 3aliKO Ha3az Ha Nparosu

Hu3 ConlyHCKO nosie Tam MU CPETHa/ 3aliKo A0 ABa TPW NOBAKUM

EM OHM CM HOCAT NYLWKM CAYMaNANM XbPTM €M 3arapu
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Zayko Kokorayko

The bunny decided to get married

The freedom loving, the dandy bunny

He put his nice pants on ...

He put on his nice hat with tassel

In one word: a real Groom!

Chorus:

Untranslatable [hey you bunny, you real groom] / 2
He decided to marry the fox, a very sad widow

The cock’s neighbor ...

With nice make-up, very strict with fasting

A frequenter of villages

Chorus:

The rabbit invited only distinguished guests:
The Bear as butcher, the she-wolf as best lady

The Hedgehog on the drums the frog on the zurna
The Ram for accounting the Fly as a messenger
More the Donkey as a carrier

Chorus:

And so the bunny returned, went out the door

Through the fields of Solun where he met 2-3 hunters
They also had their guns and hunt dogs

A team of hunters and distinguished marksmen

Chorus:

And so the rabbit dashed through the fields

He tore down his nice pants, his whiskers became a mess
He tore the nice tassel hat

He then shouted: Ok. So much with getting married!

Compiled and translated by Hristo Alexiev
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